April 17, 1972 

Archivist of the United States - N 


Warren Commission Materials and the Freedom of Information Act 
General Counsel - L 

Shis la in reply to your memorandum of April 4, 1972. 

Aw. you may snow, the records of the Warren Commission are administered 
in accordance with guidelines prepared by the Department of Justice in 
1965. Enclosed is a copy of these guidelines. The major portion of 
the records that are withheld from research are part of the Numbered 
Document File of the Commission and consist of investigative reports 
and other important documents that the Commission considered to be 
basic source materials. These documents were first reviewed under the 
guidelines in 1965 by the agencies that originated them.. The documents 
that were withheld from research at that time were reviewed again in 
197Q> and a large number of these were made available. 




■me remaining records of the Commission that are withheld consist of 
correspondence of the Commission with other agencies and private 
citizens, internal staff memoranda, and other records including the 
transcripts of executive sessions, pages from transcripts of testimony 
containing brief passages that were deleted from the testimony in the 
published He arings of the Commission, and a card index to Secret Service 
records relating to the assassination. These records were withheld as 
the result of a review in I967 by National Archives personnel assisted 
by an attorney from the Department of Justice. Under the guidelines 
these records are to be reviewed this year, and we have made a preliminary 
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Of the record. in preparation tor ^ revlm _ Uli9ye ^ u 

■* *“* for ** ° f tt<s «<««• « r°*»lhle to be revised by 

“* iee ” leS *“ ^ « —> «* in the investigation 

of the assassination is involved in the subject matter of the record. 

although some of the interna! resends viu he review by the hatlona! 
Archives o 

Enclosed 1 . a draft letter that » ,lsh to send to the Department of 
Justice guesting it to revie. the reoordo relating to it. oorh. To 

out your recr-endation for a clarification review of the Marten 
Co-laoion record., it contain, a .ugge.tion that security clarified 
documents among the withheld materia!, Ineludihg the ..umbered Commission 
Documents reviewed in 1970, should be considered under the terms of 
Executive Order 116* of Mr-ch 10, 1 9T2 . Jf agree that this letter 

should be sent to the Department of duatiee, we sill u „ Ma d 
letters to the Department of State, the Department of the Treasury, 
and . th * ^tral Intalliganee Agency. 

We appreciate your cffer to as.iat in the classification revie. of the 
Commission., records. We would be glad to have any recommendations 

W “ y the ciaasifications of specific items asutng the 

transcript, of executive session, in the light of the reviev of these 
transcript, by Messrs. Carflarel, Meszoly, Md fouhg. ^ ^ rertav 
he treated as the 1 97 S review of these transcripts, if „ t , „ a ^ 
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to secure the opinion of the Central Intelligence Agency and the Depart- 
ment of Justice concerning some of the transcripts. 


0 

0 


We have turned over copies of the register of letters received by the 
Warren Commission to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central 
Intelligence Agency with the transmittal letters that you furnished. 
Enclosed is a copy of the page of the unedited testimony of Mrs. John F. 
Kennedy, which we have declassified, to be sent to Dr. Hoch with the 
reply to his appeal which we understand Mr. Garfinhel will draft. 

Enclosed also is a draft letter to be sent to Mr. Weisberg concerning 
the transcripts of executive sessions. It is to be expected that he will 
complain about the change in the reasons for withholding the transcripts 
given in our letter of June 21, 1971 > denying his request for them, in 
which they are listed individually (copy enclosed). We will send a copy 
of the declassified page of Mrs. Kennedy's testimony to Mr. Weisberg as 
soon as we hear that a copy has been sent to Dr. Hoch. 

^vAW- U :'/- (l 

JAMES B. RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 
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